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“ Living Standards 

-_ Our American democracy, as a way of life worth 
‘defending against its enemies both from without and 
from within, must be concerned with maintaining and im- 
oving the living standards of the people. Unless democ- 
‘acy takes the necessary measures to realize this objective, 
ascism, both native and foreign, with its offer of eco- 
nomic security to the masses, may win out in the struggle 
in America between the two competing philosophies of 
life. One of the reasons why Fascism defeated democracy 
in continental Europe was that the common people be- 
came disgusted with the failure of so-called democratic 
capitalism to fulfill its promise of freedom and plenty. 
total defense program against Fascism, therefore, calls 
the preservation and increase of the American stand- 
of living. 


- POTENTIAL PLENTY 


an the American standard of living be increased? 
fic studies, of the past decade, of our capacity to 


‘merica’s Capacity to Produce, and by Harold Loeb 
ssociates and published in the Chart of Plenty, 
wn that we, the American people, can produce, 
organization of our natural resources, farm 
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oduce made by The Brookings Institution and set forth © 
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tice declared on November 24, 1940, “There is wholesale 
malnutrition among consumers due to their inability to 
afford an adequate diet... . More than forty-five million 
people are limited to diets so poor that they lack essential 
food elements. These families are below the safety line. 
Those who must live on such a diet for pro- 
longed periods suffer from chronic fatigue, lethargy, 
various digestive disorders . . . and have a lowered 
resistance to disease. More than four million 
families cannot obtain an adequate minimum diet at 
present prices, and eight million additional families run 
a serious risk of a poor diet unless they spend their food 
money cautiously and wisely. In the aggregate these 
groups constitute more than 41 per cent. of the American 
a << 
~ Some of the effects of this “wholesale malnutrition” 
upon our national defense program were dramatically set 
forth in the October 12, 1940, issue of the Journal of the © 
American Medical Association. It stated that “nearly one- 
third (32.5%) of the volunteers, eighteen to thirty-five 
years old, applying for enlistment in the United States 
Army in the Southern District of New York during 
June, July and ee 1940, were rejected because of 
bad_ health.” Seo 


Low INCOMES 


In all roping the maj ority of these young t men came 
from families which did not receive an income large 
enough to afford an adequate health-producing diet. The 
evidence that this group of our fellow Americans is 

__large one was presented in 1938 when the National 
sources Committee, a oo ap pomee = 


are business men, published its report on inc ome | ey 
‘in the U. as for the year Se ie 
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each family. Our capitalist economy, relying upon its 
struggle for profits as its driving force, has produced 
the results indicated above. In addition, it has maintained 
price-levels for the necessities of life so high that com- 
petent authorities in the field of the cost of living esti- 
mated in 1935 that the average cost of a budget for a 
4-person manual worker’s family at a maintenance level 
was $1,261. Today, according to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, it requires, in most American communities, 
70c an hour, $28 a week, or $1,456 a year to support a 
family of four at a bare subsistence level. 


In 1936 the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics estimated 
that an average city family of four persons would have 
to pay $2,015 a year in order to secure an “American 
standard” of living. (Two-thirds of our American fami- 
lies in that year obtained less than $1,450.) Today the 
A. F. of L. estimates that a health and efficiency living 
standard for a family of five requires $2,080. It contends 
that a worker will have to receive $1 an hour or $40 a 
week in order to achieve this standard of living. The 
Heller Committee for Research in Social Economics at 
the University of California places the health and effici- 
ency standard at $2,184. 


WAGES AND PROFITS IN 1941 


In spite of recent wage gains, the majority of American 
wage earners are not earning enough to support a family 
on a health and efficiency living standard—a standard pro- 
viding “adequate food at low cost; a 5-room house or 
apartment in a working class neighborhood; a radio; a 
second-hand automobile; and a small life insurance 
policy.” Thousands of workers are still receiving no more 
than the 30-cent minimum ($624 a year) established by 
the Fair Labor Standards Act. 


Thirty per cent. of the workers in the defense indus- 
tries (ammunition, chemicals, machinery, ordnance, and 
ship building) are receiving average weekly wages of 
only $20, or an average annual wage of $1,040. An 
additional 40 per cent. of these workers are receiving 
an average weekly wage of $29, or an average annual wage 
of $1,508. In other words, 70 per cent. of the workers 
in the defense industries mentioned are getting at least 
$500 less a year than is necessary to purchase a health and 
efficiency standard of living for their families. This 
alarming situation from the standpoint of a total defense 
of our democracy is inexcusable, especially in light of 
the fact that many American businesses are earning ex- 
-ceptional profits and can well afford to pay the health 
and efficiency wage of $1 an hour to all their employees. 


In the year ending June 30, 1940, 373 large American 
industrial corporations increased their profits 58 per cent. 


over the previous year, according to the U. S. Department. 


of Commerce, while the total wages and salaries of 
American workers rose by only 5 per cent., and the total 
income of American families by less than 8 per cent. 
Forty-two of our large corporations with national defense 
orders increased their net earnings for the first nine 
months of 1940 over the first nine months of 1939 by all 
the way from 3 per cent. to 2,130 per cent. Bethlehem 
Steel had a 202 per cent. increase, and the Glenn Martin 
Aircraft a 217 per cent. increase. a 
_ Total divide 


nd payments in 1940 by 3,494 corporations 


‘na the New York Times compilation totalled $3,927 ,629,- 
933, an increase of 9 per cent. in the payments of the 
companies included in the same compilation in 1939. And 
to cap the climax, the net profits of the U. S. ote 
Corporation rose from $41,000,000 in 1939 to $102,000,- 
000 in 1940, an increase of nearly 150 per cent. Surely 
some of these corporations can pay all of their employees 
$40 a week, or $2,080 a year, and thus enable them to 
maintain an American standard of living. 


THE ATTACK ON LIVING STANDARDS 


Regardless of the fact that millions of our citizens 
are unable to maintain their families at a bare subsistence 
level, certain of our industrial leaders are now launching 
an attack on the workers’ demands for an increase in 
real wages or purchasing power. 


Successful in their struggle for profits, Tom M. Gird- 
ler, chairman of the board of the Republic Steel Corpora- 
tion, and Glenn M. Martin, non-union Baltimore aircraft 
manufacturer, do not want labor to take advantage of 
national defense. Mr. Martin, in testifying before the 
House Naval Committee on January 14, said, “Labor 
should be given its fair wage and social security; it is 
making a fair living now in the industry, but it should 
not be permitted to take advantage of national defense.” 
Mr. Girdler, on February 3 warned “that increased wages, — 
if forced upon the steel industry, not only would greatly 
increase the cost of national defense, but almost certainly 
would touch off ‘a vicious spiral’ of inflation throughout ~ 
the whole structure of our country.” 


This attempt on the part of defense profiteers to place 
the onus for rising prices upon labor’s demand for in- 
creased wages is particularly reprehensible at this time 
when food and other living costs are soaring not because 
of labor’s wage demands but, in many. instances, on 
account of market “rigging.” Donald Montgomery, con- 
sumers’ counsel for the Department of Agriculture, 
stated in the middle of January that “canned pink salmon 
was up 24 per cent. between July, 1939 and July, 1940; 
wheat flour, 18 per cent.; apples, 22 per cent.; dried 
navy beans, 14 per cent. ; dried fruit, 12 per cent. ; butter, 
11 per cent.; dairy products, 7.6 per cent.; fresh fruits. 
and vegetables, 5.3 per cent.” The Federal Bureau of 
Labor Statistics announced on February 3 that the retail 
cost of meat had increased 10.1 per cent. between Januar 
16, 1940, and January 14, 1941, and that eggs had i 
creased 8 per cent. in price during that period. = 


- resen ti y livin 
conditions. Miss Harriet Elliott, Ce a 
sioner, National Defense Advisory Commissi 
saying on January 11, 1941, that she had ‘ 
responsibility to see that . . . consumer incom s 
income—that it is not whittled away by increases 
prices, pointed out that one of her major probl 
been rent which has risen in particular localiti 
there is congestion.” The Federated Pres 
past five weeks, has stated that “Rents ( 
sington, Pa.) have been increased by as mt 
cent. during the past two years.” 
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Mich.) are definitely on the upgrade . . - Increases of up 
to 40 per cent. have been reported.” 


SPECULATION 


Labor must have an increase in wages if «it is to meet 
the coming spring assault upon its standard of living. 
Consumers Union charges that speculators, operating 
under a smoke-screen of the Defense Program, have ac- 
cumulated vast stocks of goods and are counting upon 
making a fortune out of the consuming public in the near 
future. The Union also asserts that the price levels of 
the necessities of life are being forced upward by com- 
mercial hoarders notwithstanding the fact that big sur- 
pluses of basic commodities still exist. 


The Union, in its January 28, 1941, issue of “Bread 
and Butter” states, “Big increases (in prices) are due 
to reach the retail markets before Easter, when goods 
now selling at wholesale for prices 10-50 per cent above 
last year will be correspondingly higher for consumers. 
Why? The answer is simple and menacing—speculation.” 


“Higher prices for canned goods will reach you soon. 
Shoes with higher prices or adulterated quality will arrive 
on the market any day. Overalls . . . will be 15-20 per 
cent. higher in a few weeks. . . . Wool, lard and cooking 
fats, canned goods, leather and hides, cocoa, some cotton 
textiles, meat, lumber and building materials . .. have been 

- bid up in the speculative merry-go-round. ... That 
means higher prices in the three basic necessities of life: 
food, shelter and clothing.” Z 


_ Higher prices for food, clothing and shelter, unaccom- 
_ panied by an increase in wages and purchasing power for 
_ the workers and farmers of the United States, mean an 
_ increase in malnutrition, disease, vice and crime; a weak- 
_ ening of our national defense and a threat to, if not a 
- destruction of, our democratic and Christian hope of the 
abundant life for all. 


THE DEFENSE OF LIVING STANDARDS 


= What must be done to avert this calamity? 


1. A Congressional investigating committee must be set 
‘up immediately to track down and publicize the commer- 
cial hoarders and speculators. Wire your Congressmen 
-and your Senators to take this action. Ask Consumers 
Union, 17 Union Square, New York, the publishers of 
“Bread and Butter,” to keep you informed as to how you 
can further help in this campaign. 


2. The Consumer Division of the National Defense 
Advisory Commission at Washington, D. C., must be 
yen more power in order that it may control prices and 
revent profiteering in the necessities of life. Urge your 
epresentatives at our national capital to make this pos- 
. Request the Consumer Division to place your name 
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guarding of our American standards of living. 

t must be controlled. Petition your State Leg- 

ure dopt a rent-control law limiting raises on 
ents or houses renting for less than $45 per month. 


mailing list. It issues a weekly statement on con-— 
prices and has other publications dealing with the — 
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state and local rent-control legislation. The Committee 
for Consumer Defense, Room 320, Denrike Building, 
Washington, D. C., will also help you to combat rent 
gauging. 

4. New housing must be erected. Authorities in this 
field estimate that 200,000 new dwellings must be built 
for our defense workers and for our armed forces and 
their families. The cost of these houses will run to at 
least $700,000,000, and Congress has only appropriated 
about $290,000,000, expecting private industry to furnish 
the remaining necessary capital. It is very doubtful 
whether private industry will supply all of this capital 
and build houses that can be rented by low paid men and 
women. If we really desire to house in decent homes 
thousands of the workers in the defense industries now 
living in sub-standard dwellings and paying exorbitant 
rents, it is imperative that we request Congress to increase 
the defense housing appropriations by about $300,000,000. 


We must also recommend the amendment of the United 
States Housing Act to provide for further loans and sub- 
sidies to local housing authorities for the continuance of 
their normal re-housing programs. Write to the National 
Public Housing Conference, 122 East 22nd Street, New 
York, as to how these housing measures can best be 
developed. The aim of this organization is “to promote 
slum clearance and low rent housing through an estab- 
lished federal-state-local service.” 


5. Adequate health services must be provided for all 
our people. In view of the fact that at least 180,000 new 
beds are necessary immediately in general hospitals, and 
an additional 180,000 beds in tuberculosis and mental 
hospitals, we must request our Congressmen and Senators 
to vote for the Wagner National Hospital Act. This Act 
calls for an appropriation of $10,000,000 a year for six 
years for the construction of hospitals in rural areas, 
and $500,000 a year for the maintenance of these hos- 
pitals until the localities are ready to support them. 

6. The workers, the unemployed, the farmers, and 
the consumers of the United States must be supported 
in their endeavors to secure sufficient incomes or pur- 
chasing power to enable them to maintain an American 
standard of living. ; 


This requires that we protect organized labors’ right 


to strike for living wages. 


It means that we must insist upon Congress appropri- 
ating enough funds to W.P.A. to enable that organization 
to put all of our able-bodied unemployed at work—work 
that pays a living wage. 

A program of action in behalf of living standards also 
calls upon us to aid the farmers of our country in their 
efforts to secure a just price for their products—a price 
that, while fair to the consumer, will make it possible 
for the farmers to support their families in health and 
decency. . 5 

All these measures, valuable as they are for increasing __ 
the purchasing power of the masses, must be supple- 
mented if we are eventually to achieve an economy of 


plenty. We must supplement them with national social- = 


economic planning, with social ownership of all things 
necessary to its successful operation, 
See OS 
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“that the issues raised by the attacks 
on Jehovah’s Witnesses constitute a 
challenge to American democracy 
and religious tolerance.” They re- 
commend that we read the “story of 
(this) shocking episode of intoler- 
ance in American life” as found in 
“The Persecution of Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses.” (American Civil Liberties 
Union, 31 Union Square West, New 
York City. Price 10c.) 


News from the Field 


The Peace Resolution of the North 
Indiana Methodist Conference reads 
in part as follows: “If a ministerial 
member of the North Indiana Con- 
ference shall be imprisoned or by 
any means deprived of his support 
by sole reason of his conscientious 
scruples against military service, 
such scruples and such penalty shall 
not be evidence against his character ; 
he shall be continued in effective 
relation, and he shall benefit from 
the Sustentation Fund, at the dis- 
cretion of the District Superintend- 
ents. And his dependents shall like- 
wise benefit from the Sustentation 
Fund.” 


The Boston Methodist Preachers, 
after hearing Charles Webber give 
an address on “Civil Liberties,” sent 
a letter of protest to the City news- 
papers against the rowdyism and 
gangsterism manifested by members 
of the Christian Front and Father 
Coughlin’s Social Justice Party at 
the January 15th meeting of the New 
England Town Meeting. 

The letter read in part as follows: 
“The methods used by these organ- 
ized groups are hardly in keeping 
with the American ideal of freedom. 
When those who would use freedom 
to destroy freedom insist on their 
right to talk, and then become ag- 
gressors against a like indulgence of 
freedom by their opponents, they 
prove themselves to be lacking in 
the first great American fundamental 
principle of fair play in the mutual 
enjoyment of liberty.” 


During February Charles Webber 


will address the Student Assembly — 


of Lynchburg College, Lynchburg, 


_ Va.; the Consumer’s Cooperative of 


that city; the Sociology and Eco- 
nomics Club of Sweet Briar College, 
Sweet Briar, Va., and the students 


and faculty of Randolph-Macon 
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Woman’s College, Lynchburg, Va. 
While in Richmond, Va., he will 
speak at the Methodist Preachers’ 
Meeting, the Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers Union, the Negro “Co-op” 
and in three Methodist Churches. 

The remainder of his schedule for 
the month calls for addresses at 
Howard University, Washington, 
D.C., the University of Pennsylvania 
Christian Association and before 
Federation and labor groups in 
Washington, Baltimore and Phila- 
delphia. 

March and April are being filled 
with speaking engagements at the 
Philadelphia, Central Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Wyoming, New York, 
Troy and Newark Methodist Annual 
Conferences. 

On April 15 and 16 he will address 
the Canadian Fellowship for a 
Christian Social Order, at Toronto, 
Ontario. 


Federation Finances 


Bishop Francis J. McConnell’s 
financial appeal letter of January 30, 
asking for help to enable us to carry 
out our 1941 program and to meet 
our deficit of $800, has been an- 
swered by 196 of our members who 
have given $580. Have you replied? 
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